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1.) \ (original) A universal cleat suitable^foj/use for multiple different baseball shoes, 
the shoes havihg a recess in the sole for receiving a cleat, the recess having a threaded opening 
therein for receiving a retaining screw to hold the cleat in place, the cleat comprising 

(a: 

a plurality of different shaped recesses in different shoes; 
a grip projecting from the base in a plane substantially perpendicular to 
le plane of the base; and 

oblong shaped mounting hole in the base ^ receivin g the retaining^ 
screw. 



2. (original) Ths cleat of claim 1 wherein the area of the base is smaller than the 
area of the recesses so that in\the absence of the retaining fastener, the cleat can wiggle in the 
recess. 


3. (original) The clealiof claim 1 wherein the ratio of the length of the mounting 
hole to the width of the mounting Bole is from about 8:7 to about 10:7^ 


(original) A baseball sh^e comprising: ^ 

(a) a sole; 

(b) multiple recesses ii\the sole sized for receiving a cleat; 

(c) a threaded opening iAeach recess; 

(d) a cleat mounted in at le^st.some of the recesses, at least one cleat being a 
universal cleat comprising (i) a generally triangular base with a 
substantially flat bottom, (ii) a grip projecting from the base in a plane 
substantially perpendicular tb the plane of the base, and (iii) a mounting 
hole in the base, at least one of the mounting holes being oblong shaped; 
and 
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p) a retaining fastener for each cleat extending through the mounting hole 
and threaded into the respective threaded opening for retaining the 
respective cleat in place. 

5. (previously amended) The shoe of claim 4 wherein the area of the base of each 
universal cleat is smaller than the area of the respective recess so that in the absence of the 
retaining fastener, the cfeat wiggles in the recess. 


■1 


6. (original) The shoe of claim 4 wherein the ratio of the length of each oblong 
shaped mounting hole to th^ width of the oblong shaped mounting hole is from about 8:7 to 
about 10:7. 

7. (original) The shW of claim 4 wherein all of the cleats are universal cleats. 

8. (original) The cleatx^f claim 2 wherein the area of the base is from 85 to 95% of 
the area of the recess. 


9. (original) The shoe of cl^im 5 wherein the area of the base is from 85 to 95% of 
the area of the recess. 


(new) A universal cleafoisabl^^ in any one of a plurality of differently configured 
athletic shoes furnished by different manufactiirers, all of said shoes sharing the conmion 
characteristic of the bottom of each shoe of saicKplurality having at least one generally 
triangularly configured cleat mounting surface with an upstanding border defining a recess for 
receiving said cleat with a threaded receptacle posi\ioned within said recess for receiving a 
retaining screw to hold the cleat in place, with said Criangularly configured cleat mounting 
surfaces all having at least two of the three sides being^ of equal length, said receptacle being 
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positionedVloser to the vertices of said triangularly configured surfaces which would be 
defined by intersection of said sides of equal length than to the remaining vertices of said 
triangularly configured surfaces, said cleat comprising: 

(a) A generally triangular planar base adapted for facing contact with said cleat 
mounting surfaces of said shoes of said plurality, with a longest side of said three sides of said 
base being shortenthan the longest side of any of said triangular recesses in any of said shoes 
of said plurality; 

(b) A griA projecting perpendicularly from the base in a direction oppositely from 
that of a plane defineciby the base planar portion; and 

(c) An oblor^ aperture in the planar portion of said base for passage therethrough 
of said retaining screw. 

\^l) . (new) A univWsal cleat\usablfe in any one of a plurality of differently configured 
athletic shoes furnished by different manufacturers, all of said shoes sharing the common 
characteristic of the bottom of fitach shoe of said plurality having at least one generally 
triangularly configured cleat mounting surface with an upstanding border defining a recess for 
receiving said cleat with a threaded receptacle positioned within said recess for receiving a 
retaining screw to hold the cleat in mace, 

(a) a first shoe of said pluiiality furnished by a first one of said manufacturers 
having formed in the bottom exterior surface an equilateral three sided recess formed about 
said receptacle, sides of said recess extending transversely outwardly from said shoe bottom 
exterior surface, vertices of said recess being rounded, two of said sides being linear and a 
third side defining an inset inboard of a Una which if drawn would connect two of said vertices 
in a manner identically to that of said linear sides; 

(b) a second shoe of said plurality mrnished by a second one of said manufacturers 
having a generally equilaterally triangularly shaWd portion extending outwardly respecting 
said bottom with sides of said triangular raised pottions sloping inwardly relative to the 
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triangular shape with increasing distance from said bottom, with vertices of said triangle being 
rounded, with outer edges of two of said sides being linear and an outer edge of a third side 
defining an i^set inboard of a line which if drawn would connect two of said vertices in a 
manner identically to that of said linear sides, with the triangularly shaped portion being 
positioned abouVsaid threaded receptacle formed in said bottom with said receptacle 
substantially midday between the center of said triangular shape and a vertex connecting said 
two linear edges; 

(c) a thirdyshoe furnished by a third one of said manufacturers having a generally 
jsoscele^ triangular shsbed recess formed about said receptacle with vertices of said recess 
being rounded and sidesW said recess being linear with the two equal length sides being 
substantially the length onsaid linear sides of said recesses in said first and second shoes of 
said plurality as furnished by said first and second manufacturers, said third side being longer 
that/ said equal length sides; and 

(d) a fourth shoe fimiished by a fourth one of said manufacturers having a portion 
of generally triangular configuration raised transversely fi-om said bottom and surrounding said 
threaded receptacle adjacently to where one vertex of said triangular configuration would be if 
two sides of said triangle leading thWetowards were extended to intersect, said two sides of 
said triangular configuration being ofVqual length and connected by a continuous arc swung 
about said receptacle, said two. equal length sides of said triangular configuration which if 
extended to intersect would be defined b)\yertices, terminating short of intersection and being 
connected by straight line edges of said portion to a third side of said triangular configuration 
and including an upstanding lip bordering sai^ triangular portion remote from said receptacle 
with edge portions of said lip bounding said tw\ equal length sides of said triangular portion 
stopping short of intersection; said cleat comprisir 


^ (i) 


A generally triangular base 


ith a longest side of said three sides of said 


V base being shorter than the longest side of said triangular recesses in any of said shoes of said 


plurality; 
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(ii) A grip projecting from the base in a plane substantially perpendicular to 
the plane of th^ base; and 

(l^i) An oblong aperture in the base for passage therethrough of said retaining 

screw. 


Yl, (new)Yhe cleat of claim 1 1 wherein said longest side of said three sides of said 
base is shorter than tha shortest of said two equal length sides of said triangular configuration 
of any of said shoes of said plurality. 

13. (new) The c\eat of claim 11 wherein the area of said base is smaller than the 
smallest area of the recess of any of the shoes of said plurality so that in the absence of the 
retaining fastener, the cleat may wiggle within the recess. 


14. (new) The cleat orvclaim 1 1 wherein the ratio of length to width of the oblong 
aperture is from about eight to sevra (8:7) to about ten to seven (10:7). 

(new) A universal cle^^^We)in any one of a plurality of differently configured 
baseball shoes furnished by different manufacturers, the bottom of each shoe of said plurality 
having at least one generally triangularly configured recess with a threaded receptacle 
positioned within each said recess for recei\^ng a retaining screw to hold the cleat in place, 
comprising: 

(a) A generally triangular base with\a longest side of said three sides of said base 
n being shorter dianfli e shortest sideja Lanv of saia^ triangular recesses in any of said shoes of 

said plurality; 

(b) A grip projecting from the base in a ^ane substantially perpendicular to the 
plane of the base; and 

(c) An oblong aperture in the base for passa^ therethrough of said retaining screw. 
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fi6. (new) The cleat of claim 15 wherein the area of said base is smaller than the 
smallest area of the recess of any of the shoes of said plurality so that in the absence of the 
retaining fastener, the cleat may wiggle within the recess. 

17. (\ew) The cleat of claim 15 wherein the ratio of length to width of the oblong 
aperture is from about eight to seven (8:7) to about ten to seven (10:7). 

(new)V universal cleat C^We in any one of a plurality of differently configured 
baseball shoes furnished by different manufacturers, the bottom of each shoe of said plurality 
having a plurality of cleat-receiving recesses, each of said recesses having at least three sides 
defined by straight lines, with a threaded receptacle positioned within each said recess for 
receiving a retaining screw to hold the cleat in place, comprising: <^U<^^ 
^ (a) A generally triangular base with a longest side being shorter than the lowest of 
any of said straight line sides of said recesses in said shoes of said plurality; 

(b) A grip projecting>|rom the base in a plane substantially perpendicular to the 
plane of the base; and 

(c) An oblong aperture ih the base for passage therethrough of said retaining screw. 



A baseball shoe comprisii^g: 

(a) A sole; 

(b) A plurality of generally trian^lar recesses formed on said sole for receiving 
cleats, each recess having at least one generallV triangularly configured cleat mounting surface 
with an upstanding border defining a recess for receiving a cleat, with a threaded receptacle 
positioned within said recess for receiving a retainmg screw to hold the cleat in place, with 
said triangularly configured cleat mounting surfaces sdl having at least two of the three sides 
being of equal length, said receptacle in each recess b^ng positioned closer to the vertices of 
said triangularly configured surfaces which would be defined by intersection of said sides of 
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equal length than to the remaining vertices of said triangularly configured surfaces; 

(c) \ Cleats mounted in at least some of said recesses, at least one of said cleats being 
a universal cleat including: 

\i) A generally triangular base with a longest side of said three sides of said 
base being shorter than the shortest side of any of said triangular recesses; 

(ii) \ A grip projecting from the base in a plane substantially perpendicular to 
the plane of the base; and 

(iii) \ An oblong aperture in the base for passage therethrough of said retaining 
screw. \ 

.20. (new) Thd shoe of claim 19 wherein the area of the base of each universal cleat 
is less than the area of theVespective recess so that in the absence of a retaining screw said 
universal cleat may wiggle m said recess. 

21. (new) The shoe lof claim 19 wherein all of said cleats are said universal cleats. 

22. (new) The shoe of \laim 19 wherein the area of a universal cleat base is from 
eighty-five percent (85%) to ninety Vive percent (95%) of the respective recess. 

(new) A baseball shoe comprising: 

(a) A sole; \ 

(b) A plurality of generally triangular recesses formed on said sole each for 
receiving a cleat; \ 

(c) A threaded opening in each of sW recesses; 

(d) Cleats mounted in at least some ol said recesses, at least one of said cleats being 
a universal cleat including: \ 
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(i) A generally triangular base with a longest side of said three sides of said 
base being porter than the shortest side of any of said triangular recesses in said sole; 

. (ii) A grip projecting from the base in a plane substantially perpendicular to 
the plane of theybase; and 

(in\ An oblong aperture in the base for passage therethrough of said retaining 

screw. 

24. (new) T\e shoe of claim 23 wherein the area of the base of each universal cleat 
is less than the area of the respective recess so that in the absence of a retaining screw said 
universal cleat may wiggl^n said recess. 

25. (new) The shoe\f claim 23 wherein all of said cleats are said universal cleats. 


26. (new) The shoe of claim 23 wherein the area of a universal cleat base is from 
eighty-five percent (85%) to ninety-tiye percent (95%) of the respective recess. 
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